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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on August 11, 2022. 
Mayor Marc Sirkin called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m. The meeting 
was video recorded and live-streamed on the City of Blue Ash YouTube Channel. 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Sirkin led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Councilman Jeff Capell, Councilwoman Jill Cole, Councilman 
Brian Gath, Vice Mayor Pramod Jhaveri, Councilwoman Katie 
Schneider, and Mayor Marc Sirkin 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Councilman Lee Czerwonka 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Solicitor Bryan Pacheco, Deputy 
Clerk of Council Julie Kipper, Assistant City Manager Kelly 
Harrington, Treasurer Sherry Poppe, Police Chief Scott Noel, 
Public Works Director Gordon Perry, Parks & Recreation 
Director Brian Kruse, Fire Chief Chris Theders, and interested 
citizens 

Mayor Sirkin moved to excuse Councilman Czerwonka from the meeting. Councilman Gath 
seconded. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilwoman Cole moved, Councilman Gath seconded to accept the agenda. A voice vote 
was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. ROLL CALL – Deputy Clerk of Council Julie Kipper 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

5. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05PM  to consider approval of a concept Planned Unit Development for the BLUE, 
a 6.2 acre mixed-use development at the northwest corner of Kenwood Road and Cooper Road in the 
Downtown Zoning District (Ordinance 2022-07 -  First reading) 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Meeting of July 14, 2022 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council – Deputy Clerk of Council Julie Kipper 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

c. Mayor’s Report – July 2022 

d. Financial Report – Motion to accept the report for July 2022 

8. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Lee Czerwonka, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2022-40,  Providing for amendments within the 2022 annual appropriation 
Resolution No. 2021-64 

2. Resolution No. 2022-41,  Authorizing the creation of the Opioid Settlement Fund for the 
OneOhio & Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Pharmaceuticals Inc. 
opioid settlement payments 

3. Resolution No. 2022-42,  Authorizing the City to utilize a performance of duty policy in lieu 
of individual surety bonds 

4. Motion authorizing the transfer of real property (Parcel #612-0060-0145-00) to Patrick and Karen 
Eborall with no further requirement to solicit additional bids 

5. Resolution No. 2022-43,  Authorizing the transfer of real property (Parcel #612-0060-0145-
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00) to Patrick and Karen Eborall 

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Katie Schneider, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2022-44,  Authorizing a professional services contract for the rental and 
installation of a temporary ice rink at Summit Park 

2. Resolution No. 2022-45,  Authorizing the purchase of replacement playground safety 
surface  within the main playground at Summit Park 

10. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

5. PUBLIC HEARING to consider approval of a concept Planned Unit Development for the 
BLUE, a 6.2 acre mixed-use development at the northwest corner of Kenwood Road and 
Cooper Road in the Downtown Zoning District (Ordinance 2022-07- first reading) 

Mayor Sirkin explained the process for the Public Hearing, then opened the Public Hearing and 
read Ordinance No. 2022-07 by title only for a first reading of the Ordinance. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-07 

APPROVING A CONCEPT PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT FOR A 
6.2 ACRE PARCEL AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
INTERSECTION OF KENWOOD ROAD AND COOPER ROAD IN THE 
DOWNTOWN ZONING DISTRICT 

Mr. Waltz gave a brief summary of the development proposal approval process and then 
introduced Mr. Dean Lutton with Reztark Design. Mr. Lutton provided a brief history of the 
development’s design process and presented images from previous presentations to show 
how the project has evolved over time.  
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He explained the previous design showing the service road and access to the parking 
garages on the back side of the site.  
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He presented an updated site plan drawing based on the response to the traffic engineering 
study, and working with the City traffic engineers. He explained that the traffic study showed 
that the access drive should be aligned with Laurel Avenue across Kenwood Road, and 
suggests the possibility of installing a traffic signal at that intersection in the future. 
Additionally, the traffic study suggests a traffic signal at the intersection of Blue Ash Road 
and Cooper Road, however with the complexity of the railroad tracks, that has not been 
finalized and those items continue to be worked through in ongoing discussions with City 
traffic engineers. He noted the update to the parking garages, which are directly adjacent to 
each other with a public access corridor so that there is more opportunity for shared parking 
between the residential, retail and commercial tenants. 

He presented a 3D model view of the current proposed concept plan for the development. 

3D model aerial view of the site plan 
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3D model view of the intersection at Laurel Avenue and Kenwood Road 

View of  the Central Plaza from Kenwood Road showing the residential units set back from the retail space 
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Corner view at Kenwood Road and Cooper Roads featuring a community gathering space with artistic structures 

View from Cooper Road – South facade 

Mr. Lutton explained that after completing the traffic study and discussions with the City 
engineers, it was determined that having vehicular traffic coming into the service drive and 
residential drop-off location off of Cooper Road did not flow well and could potentially be a 
safety issue, so it was relocated to the back corner of the site as shown in the following 
rendering. 
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View showing the residential drop-off area from Cooper Road and Blue Ash Road 

Mr. Lutton explained that relocating the drop-off area to the back side of the site allows for 
more space for delivery truck and future resident temporary parking. Mr. Lutton concluded 
his presentation noting that overall the project has stayed consistent with the original 
elements, with some modifications as the developer works with the City and other 
stakeholders through the schematic design, the utilities, code compliance issues and other 
factors to evolve the project and make it even better. He introduced members of the 
development team who were also present to answer to any questions or comments. 

Following Mr. Lutton’s presentation, Mayor Sirkin opened the hearing for public comment. 

Antoinette Mesman, 4927 Laurel Avenue, stated that she is speaking on behalf of many of her 
neighbors about their concerns of increased traffic on their street and cut-through traffic in the 
neighborhood as a result of the new development. She stated that she and her neighbors 
understand that the development will be a great thing for the community and the tax base, but 
they request that Council consider blocking off Laurel Avenue right behind Starbucks so that 
the traffic from the BLUE is restricted. This could be done with a full buffer, adding a siren-
activated gate for emergency vehicle access only, installing speedbumps and adding stop 
signs at all intersections on Monroe Avenue to help deter speeding and additional traffic 
through the neighborhood. 

Bryn Nealis, 4916 Prospect Avenue, expressed his concerns about speeding and traffic on his 
street. He feels it is a safety concern since there are no sidewalks and many neighborhood 
kids play in the street. He suggested that Monroe Avenue be closed off at Cooper Road, so the 
neighborhood is only accessible from Kenwood Road.  

Richard Granick, 9654 Kenwood Road, stated that he owns a two-unit commercial building on 
the northeast corner of Kenwood Road and Laurel Avenue directly across from the 
development site. He stated he has similar concerns that the other citizens expressed about 
the traffic patterns at Laurel and Kenwood. He is also concerned about overflow parking in his 
parking lot from visitors to the BLUE. He explained that this currently happens on occasion with 
Starbucks customers taking up spaces for his business. 

Jacob Bergman, 9595 Monroe Avenue, stated that he has been a resident on Monroe Avenue 
over the past 20 years, and he has seen an increase in speeding and traffic on his street. He 
commented that with vehicles parking on one side of the street, it is difficult to see kids 
playing, and he has even had a family pet hit and killed by a speeding motorist. He commented 
that the development is a good thing, but there needs to be consideration given to the 
neighboring streets to offset some of the new traffic that will result from the development. 

Peter Nord, 10527 Kenridge Drive, inquired about the financing of this development project 
considering the current economic times of inflation and increased costs. He recommended 
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that Council be cognizant of the financial structure of the developers, and suggested a bond 
requirement in the event the developer would default during the construction of the project.  

Mike Frazee, 5325 Cooper Road, commented on some of the design elements of the project. 
He stated that the design looks similar to many other developments in the area and inquired 
about whether or not the design is based on what is needed, or what is best for the developer. 
He would like to see this development offer something unique to the community.  

Robert Dunaway, 4612 Cooper Road, stated that he frequents many of the local restaurants 
and businesses in the Downtown area, and he is looking forward to having new restaurant 
options nearby. He thinks the new development will be a great place to take his family and 
friends when they visit. He understands there will be traffic issues to work through, but he 
expressed his support of the project moving forward. 

There being no further questions or comments from the public, the public comment portion of 
the hearing was declared closed at 7:25 p.m. Mayor Sirkin reiterated that there will not be a 
vote on this legislation tonight, and invited the developer representatives to address and 
answer any questions or comments from the public or Council.  

Mr. Lutton stated that the developer supports safe streets and wants to respect the community 
and the neighboring residents’ concerns about traffic.  Mr. Lutton responded to some of the 
citizens’ comments and explained that based on the market research study results, there is 
8000 sf allocated for grocery type tenants and the developer is looking for a broad spectrum of 
different types of tenants to create a balanced tenant mix. 

Councilwoman Schneider commented that most of her concerns about traffic were already 
expressed during the citizen comments, and she will be interested to see how those concerns 
are addressed going forward. 

Councilman Gath commented that the corner element in the original design appeared to be a 
very welcoming entrance to the development, however the updated landscape plan appears 
that it is more closed off and doesn’t feel as welcoming. He encouraged the developer to 
determine how to maintain that welcoming feeling on the corner. Gail Frasier, the landscape 
designer, explained that the concept is still evolving, but the plan is to have layers of different 
types of landscaping to get the right balance of feeling protected and not being right next to 
the corner. The space serves as a gathering space for eating, sitting, playing or a multitude of 
other uses. He inquired about the construction plan of the retail and residential spaces. Mr. 
Lutton explained that the front fascia will be completed, and then the tenant spaces will be 
finished out according to the individual tenant specifications. 

Mr. Waltz reminded everyone that this is approval of a concept plan, where the process is 
Council approving the initial concept development plan, and then the developer will proceed 
with more detailed design work and then come back several months later with a more detailed 
design plan. Additionally, the traffic concerns and other issues will be worked through over the 
next several months, so it is truly an evolving process. 

Councilwoman Cole commented that having the 3D image really helps to visualize the concept 
plan. She appreciates the comments from the residents about traffic concerns and safety. She 
echoed Councilman Gath’s comments about making sure the corner is a welcoming inviting 
space where people want to gather. 

In response to Councilman Capell’s question, Solicitor Pacheco explained that according to the 
Charter, Council is not required to grant final approval of the development plan.  Mr. Waltz 
clarified that from a procedural standpoint, Planning Commission can approve the final plan, 
but going off of past experience it is likely Planning Commission will still forward it to Council 
because they will want Council’s final approval. 

Mr. Lutton responded to Councilman Capell’s question about how much of the natural 
vegetation will remain. He explained that the developer plans to keep anything that is viable, 
however there are utility poles and other factors that must be taken into consideration. The 
landscape plan also adds plantings back in to the 10 ft. wide area along the backside of the 
property.  

Councilman Capell inquired about the impact of traffic on the Conklin Avenue residents. He 
noted that the traffic study did not address Conklin Avenue, and he was hoping the traffic 
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study would have included that area as well. Mr. Lutton stated that the traffic study included 
the intersections of Blue Ash Road and Railroad Avenue, but he did not know specifically how it 
impacts Conklin Avenue. 

Councilman Capell commented that the ownership of the land complicates the financing of the 
project. The developer owns the northern two parcels, and the City owns the southern third 
parcel. He stated that from a bargaining or negotiating perspective, this issue needs to be 
resolved in the legislation itself or in a separate agreement before any legislation gets passed. 

Councilman Gath clarified that approving this legislation means that Council is just approving 
the concept plan, and the developer is not able to build anything until the final plan is 
approved.  

Vice Mayor Jhaveri stated that he likes the project, but he would be interested in knowing more 
about the apartment buildings and the overall architectural elements that will be selected for 
the project. 

Mayor Sirkin stated that when Council visited the RED, which is Circle Development’s project at 
Madison Road and Red Bank road, he was impressed with the artwork pieces incorporated 
throughout the development. He expects that the BLUE development will be similar and that 
the corner will be a very nice inviting space.  He thanked the residents for coming out and 
voicing their questions and concerns about the project in such a respectful and productive 
way. 

There being no further questions or comments from the public or Council, Mayor Sirkin 
declared the public hearing closed at 7:54 p.m. 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilwoman Cole moved, Councilman Gath seconded to approve the minutes of the regular 
meeting of July 14, 2022.  A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion 
carried. 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council  

There were no communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 

c. Mayor's Report – July 2022 

RECEIPTS COLLECTED: 
 (Cash Book Total/Restitutions/Bond Surcharge/Bond Forfeitures/Bond Returned:  ..................................  ... $6,926.00  
DISBURSEMENTS: 
To the City of Blue Ash 
  (Fines/costs/Expungements/forfeitures/NSF check charges, vendor permits) ................................... $5,101.00 
To the State of Ohio: .................................................................................................................................... $1,753.50 
To Hamilton County Municipal Court .................................................................................................................$61.50 
Refunds Issued/Overpayment (not included in receipts collected) ..................................................................... $140.00 
Bonds Returned  ..................................................................................................................................... $0.00 
Restitution payment .............................................................................................................................. $10.00 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS .............................................................................................................................  ... $6,926.00 

TOTAL IN BOND ACCOUNT (not yet applied included in receipts collected) .................................................. $0.00 
Traffic citations issued ............................................................................................................................................... 40 
Parking citations issued .............................................................................................................................................. 0 
Criminal/Building citations issued ............................................................................................................................... 9 
Total Mayor’s Court Citations Issued  .......................................................................................................... 49 
BLUE ASH REVENUE FROM MAYOR’S COURT CASES .................................................................. $5,101.00 
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d. Financial Report – July 2022 

Councilman Capell moved; Councilmember Cole seconded to accept the Financial Report for 
July 2022 as submitted. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion 
carried. 

CITY OF BLUE ASH FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT- MONTH ENDING July 31, 2022 
MONTH TO DATE 2021 2022 

START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:   $65,286,564.21  $74,711,397.72 
Revenues:     
 Income Tax Collections: $2,384,149.07  $3,148,351.41  
 Debt Financing (long term) -  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -  -  
 Other Revenue Received: $1,040,995.82  $2,625,935.08  
 = Total Monthly Receipts  $3,425,144.89  $5,774,286.49 
Expenditures:     
 Long term Debt Payments -  -  
 Short term Debt Payments -  -  
 Other Expenditures: $4,133,101.96  $5,771,113.48  
 = Total Monthly Expenditures:  $(4,133,101.96)  $(5,771,113.48) 
END OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:   $64,578,607.14  $74,714,570.73 

 
 

YEAR TO DATE 2021 2022 
START OF YEAR FUND BALANCE:   $51,905,856.87  $64,402,017.70 
Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: $24,236,824.87  $25,350,896.84  
 Debt Financing (long term) -  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -  -  
 Other Revenue Received: $13,135,325.28  $15,437,446.09  
 = Total YTD Receipts  $37,372,150.15  $40,788,342.93 
Expenditures:     
 Long term Debt Retirement $2,127,255.76  $2,012,899.51  
 Short term Debt Payments $78,293.22  $78,293.22  
 Other Expenditures: $22,493,850.90  $28,384,597.17  
 = Total YTD Expenditures:   $(24,699,399.88)   $(30,475,789.90) 
YEAR TO DATE FUND BALANCE:   $64,578,607.14  $74,714,570.73 
YTD Interest rec’d: (incl. in Other Rev.) $134,518.74  
Receipt and Expenditure figures do not include interfund transfers or advances.  All debt includes principal and interest. 

BLUE ASH INCOME TAX DIV. INCOME TAX RECEIPT SUMMARY - MONTH ENDING JULY 31, 2022 
MONTH TO DATE  2021 2022 

 Business Net Profit $152,356.56  $715,436.54  
 Resident Net Profit $38,025.58  $39,932.21  
 Non-Resident Net Profit $8,786.92  $6,654.32  
 Subcontractor Net Profit $2,926.80  $138.06  

 Net Profit Total  $202,095.86  $762,161.13 
 Withholding $2,121,254.82  $2,306,112.63  
 Subcontractor Withholding $60,798.39  $80,077.65  

 Withholding Total  $2,182,053.21  $2,386,190.28 
 Monthly Collection Totals  $2,384,149.07  $3,148,351.41 32.05% 
     

YEAR TO DATE: 2021 2022 
 Business Net Profit $4,388,059.55  $5,657,525.81  
 Resident Net Profit $1,232,554.25  $1,469,054.19  
 Non-Resident Net Profit $237,685.27  $241,593.14  
 Subcontractor Net Profit $259,123.19  $222,297.51  

 Net Profit Total  $6,117,422.26  $7,590,470.65 
 Withholding $17,777,731.68  $17,331,013.20  
 Subcontractor Withholding $341,670.93  $429,412.99  

 Withholding Total  $18,119,402.61  $17,760,426.19 
 Year-To-Date Collection Totals  $24,236,824.87  $25,350,896.84 4.60% 
     
 Year-To-Date Refund Totals  $1,025,747.83  $1,331,198.28 
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8. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Mike Frazee, 5325 Cooper Road, stated that new developments need to incorporate 
sustainable elements and green aspects to the design. He encouraged the developers to 
incorporate these types of elements into the design of the BLUE. 

Peter Nord, 10527 Kenridge Drive, commented on the audio levels from the audience 
perspective, and recommended that Council members practice speaking into the microphones 
prior to the meetings. He stated that it is very difficult to hear the legal counsel’s opinion or 
what Council members are saying during the meetings because the microphones are not close 
enough to pick up the voice sounds and carry through to the sound system’s speakers. He also 
commented on the BLUE development and stated that one of the significant issues is traffic. 
Traffic is a historical City problem and every new development will involve questions about 
traffic. 

Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 8:00 p.m. 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing agenda 
items: 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the August 11th Council Meeting agenda.  

5. PUBLIC HEARING – to consider approval of a concept Planned Unit Development for the 
BLUE, a 6.2 acre mixed-use development at the northwest corner of Kenwood and Cooper Roads in 
the Downtown Zoning District (Ordinance 2022-07 - First reading) 

Circle Development presented to Planning Commission on July 7, 2022 for concept approval of the BLUE as a 
Planned Unit Development. The site consists of 6.2 acres at the northwest corner of the intersection of Cooper 
and Kenwood Roads. 

The project includes 250 apartment units, 100,000 square feet of commercial and office uses, and two parking 
garages comprising about 625 parking spaces. The design allows for street level retail, restaurants, etc. along 
Kenwood Road with the residential component accessed from the west. 

Entry to the site would be from Kenwood Road across from Laurel Avenue and from Cooper Road across from 
Blue Ash Road. Final determinations about lane configuration, signalizing intersections, and the like have not 
yet been made. The applicants have also been in regular contact with the Fire Department to evaluate 
emergency vehicle accessibility and safety measures on the site. 

Planning Commission recommended approval at their July meeting. Following City Council’s decision, Circle 
Development can return at any time they are ready to seek final development plan approval for the PUD. 

Please direct any questions related to this Ordinance to the City Manager or Assistant City Manager. 

9.a.1. Resolution No. 2022-40 – Providing for amendments within the 2022 annual appropriation 
Resolution No. 2021-64 

Resolution 2022-40 provides for the following 2022 budget amendments: 

- Budget adjustment needed to accommodate higher gasoline and diesel costs. 

- An additional $8,000 for the Fire Department training budget to allow four Fire employees to register 
this year for 2023 classes held through the Fire Department Training Network.   

- Cooper Creek event revenues and expenses will exceed the City’s original budget estimates.  
Although the number of events are up from last year, the costs to cater an event are up as well.  
Cooper Creek collects the catering costs, plus markup, from the client. 

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services Director or 
related Department Director. 

9.a.2. Resolution No. 2022-41 – Authorizing the creation of the Opioid Settlement Fund for the 
OneOhio & Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Pharmaceuticals Inc. opioid settlement payments  

In previous legislation Council approved the City’s participation in two opioid settlement agreements – 
OneOhio and Johnson & Johnson/Janssen Pharmaceuticals Inc. 

The City recently received $7,362.47 related to the OneOhio settlement.  Administration expects to receive a 
similar amount annually for eighteen years. The funding details linked to the Johnson & Johnson/Janssen 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. settlement are unknown at this time.  Administration is evaluating the best use of the 
funding that may include support of a coordinated regional program. 

Resolution 2022-41 authorizes the creation of the Opioid Settlement Fund to provide separate accounting for 
any funding received.  
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Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer or City Solicitor. 

9.a.3. Resolution No. 2022-42 – Authorizing the use of an Employee Dishonesty and Faithful 
Performance of Duty Policy coverage in lieu of surety bonds 

City of Blue Ash Charter Section 20.02, Official Bonds, provides that Council will establish the standards and 
amounts of surety bonds covering certain officers and employees involved in processing City funds or 
managing assets. Resolution 2006-36 required these surety bonds, or other commercial insurance coverage, 
to be purchased for the individuals serving as the City Manager, Treasurer, and Tax Commissioner. 

In addition to the surety bond coverage, the City is a member of the Miami Valley Risk Management 
Association (MVRMA) that provides crime coverage, including coverage for faithful performance of duty for 
government employees, for all City employees with limits up to $2,000,000 per occurrence. This coverage 
includes losses arising out of such acts as employee theft, forgery or alteration, computer fraud, credit card 
forgery, and funds transfer fraud. 

Recent changes to ORC 3.061 essentially allows political subdivisions to stop purchasing individual surety 
bonds for officers or employees provided that the political subdivision has coverage through an Employee 
Dishonesty and Faithful Performance of Duty Policy and has adopted a policy to do so. MVRMA’s coverage 
meets the ORC requirements for a Performance of Duty Policy. 

Resolution 2022-42 authorizes the City to utilize an Employee Dishonesty and Faithful Performance of Duty 
policy through MVRMA in lieu of purchasing individual surety bonds. 

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer/Administrative Services Director. 

9.a.4.  Motion authorizing the transfer of real property (Hamilton County Auditor’s Parcel #612-
0060-0145-00) to Karen and Patrick Eborall with no further requirement to solicit additional bids  

AND 9.a.5  Resolution No. 2022-43 – Authorizing the transfer of real property (Hamilton County 
Auditor’s Parcel #612-0060-0145-00) to Karen and Patrick Eborall 

This legislation pertains to the sale of the 0.094-acre parcel at 9209 Floral Avenue. The City acquired the 
parcel in 2002 from Blue Ash Revitalization Inc. and has been maintaining it ever since. Recently, the adjacent 
property owners, Karen and Patrick Eborall, expressed interest in purchasing the land in order to incorporate it 
into their yard, which is lacking on the east side of their house. They are purchasing the property for $800 
which will cover legal fees for the property transfer and end the City’s maintenance responsibility. 

Please direct any questions regarding this Resolution to the Assistant City Manager. 

9.b.1. Resolution No. 2022-44 – Rental and installation of a temporary ice rink at Summit Park 

Resolution No. 2022-44 authorizes a professional services agreement with Ice Rink Events for a project 
amount of $146,000 to supply and install a temporary ice rink under the glass canopy at Summit Park during 
the months of November 2022 through January 2023.  

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Parks & Recreation Director. 

9.b.2. Resolution No. 2022-45 – Authorizing the purchase of replacement playground safety 
surface within the main playground at Summit Park 

Resolution No. 2022-45 authorizes a safety surface replacement project within the main playground at Summit 
Park. Areas to be included are the 2-12 and 5-12 year old play areas which are fitted with play equipment.  

This project has been approved within the 2022 budget. This space was originally fitted with a solid safety 
surface that is in need of replacement after 8 years of significant usage. The parks team has chosen to 
replace the “Pebbleflex” (solid rubber type) surfacing with a playground synthetic turf product to ease repairs 
and lower future replacement costs. The purchase is being processed through a purchasing cooperative to 
assure efficient pricing. 

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Parks & Recreation Director. 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Jill Cole 

Councilwoman Cole asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2022-40 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-40 

PROVIDING FOR AMENDMENTS WITHIN THE 2022 ANNUAL 
APPROPRIATION RESOLUTION NO. 2021-64 

Councilwoman Cole moved, Councilman Capell seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2022-40.  

Councilwoman Cole summarized the amendments to the budget. 

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Capell, Gath, Vice Mayor 
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Jhaveri, Councilpersons Schneider, Cole, and Mayor Sirkin voted. Six yeses. Resolution No. 
2022-40 passed. 

Councilwoman Cole asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2022-41 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-41 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CREATION OF THE OPIOID 
SETTLEMENT FUND 

Councilwoman Cole moved, Councilman Gath seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2022-41.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Vice Mayor Jhaveri, Councilpersons 
Schneider, Capell, Cole, Gath, and Mayor Sirkin voted. Six yeses. Resolution No. 2022-41 
passed. 

Councilwoman Cole asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2022-42 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-42 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY TO UTILIZE AN 
“EMPLOYEE DISHONESTY AND FAITHFUL PERFORMANCE OF 
DUTY POLICY” THROUGH MIAMI VALLEY RISK MANAGEMENT 
ASSOCIATION IN LIEU OF SURETY BONDS 

Councilwoman Cole moved, Vice Mayor Jhaveri seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2022-42.  

Councilwoman Cole explained that the City Charter requires that surety bonds be purchased 
for employees who process funds or manage assets including the City Manager, the Treasurer 
and the Tax Commissioner. A recent change in Ohio law allows use of the City’s insurance 
policy through MVRMA to cover employee dishonesty and failure to perform duties. This 
change will be more efficient and offer a higher level of protection than under the current 
surety program. 

Councilman Capell inquired about any drawbacks to implementing this policy. Solicitor 
Pacheco responded that he did not think so, and added that many municipalities, including 
townships that have the opportunity to implement this type of policy have done so because it 
provides better coverage and in some cases at a lower cost. 

There being no additional discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Schneider, Cole, 
Vice Mayor Jhaveri, Councilpersons Gath, Capell, and Mayor Sirkin voted. Six yeses. Resolution 
No. 2022-42 passed. 

Councilwoman Cole moved, Councilman Capell seconded to authorize the transfer of real 
property (Parcel #612-0060-0145-00) to Patrick and Karen Eborall with no further 
requirement to solicit additional bids. 

A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

Councilwoman Cole asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2022-43 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-43 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE AND 
THEREAFTER ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE TRANSFER OF 
CITY-OWNED REAL PROPERTY AT 9209 FLORAL AVENUE, 
PARCEL NO. 612-0060-0145 IN THE CITY OF BLUE ASH, 
HAMILTON COUNTY, OHIO 

Councilwoman Cole moved, Councilman Capell seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2022-43.  

Councilwoman Cole explained that this is a small parcel, approximately 0.09 acres. A resident 
adjacent to the property has expressed an interest in purchasing the parcel from the City to 
expand their yard. This property sale will also be a benefit to the City since it will no longer be 
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the City’s responsibility to maintain the parcel.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Gath, Schneider, Cole, 
Capell, Vice Mayor Jhaveri, and Mayor Sirkin voted. Six yeses. Resolution No. 2022-43 passed. 

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Katie Schneider, Chairperson 

Councilwoman Schneider asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2022-44 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-44 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR THE RENTAL AND 
INSTALLATION OF A TEMPORARY ICE RINK AT SUMMIT PARK 

Councilwoman Schneider moved, Councilwoman Cole seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2022-
44  

Councilwoman Schneider explained this legislation is an annual item for the ice rink at Summit 
Park during the winter months. The City has committed to bringing activities and programs to 
the Park year-round to attract people and keep the activity going, and the ice rink has been a 
draw for families for several years. 

Councilwoman Cole asked for clarification on the total days of operation for the ice rink. Mr. 
Kruse stated that the ice rink closes after the first week in January, and added that the time 
span has been shortened to around 42 days to increase efficiency. 

Councilman Capell commented that over the years, the number of skaters and the total 
number of days the ice rink is open has been declining, and on the days the ice rink is open, 
the hours of operation are shortened as well. He added that from a financial perspective over 
the past three years, the total operating expenses have been just under $200,000, while 
revenues have been just under $52,000. He added that ice skating is an activity that is a 
private sector function, and can be found in several places nearby Blue Ash. He stated that the 
City is losing a lot of money on duplicating services that already exist, and therefore he will not 
be supporting this legislation.  

Councilwoman Cole stated that she feels it is important that the City do everything it can to 
help draw people to the park and offer activities for people to do throughout the year.  

Councilman Gath added that the Summit Park ice rink offers a different experience than some 
of the private ice arenas in the area, and it sets a tone for a festive, winter atmosphere at a 
time when most parks are very bare. He stated that it brings some energy back and that 
makes it worth it in his opinion.  

Mayor Sirkin commented that municipal amenities do not tend to make a profit, or get even 
close to breaking even, but neither do the City’s safety services, or the local libraries or 
schools. These services are designed to foster the ability of people to exercise, learn, socialize 
and gather together to just enjoy life and he thinks this is one of those things that brings 
smiles to the faces of everyone and it is something that the City can afford. 

Vice Mayor Jhaveri concurred with his fellow Council members, and stated that this activity 
brings liveliness to the neighborhood and the park, and it benefits the restaurants in the park.  

Councilwoman Schneider agreed and stated that bringing people in for an activity can also 
benefit the surrounding businesses as well.  

There being no additional discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Vice Mayor Jhaveri, 
Councilpersons Cole, Gath, Schneider, and Mayor Sirkin voted yes. Councilman Capell voted 
no. Five yeses. One no. Resolution No. 2022-44 passed. 

Councilwoman Schneider asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2022-45 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-45 

AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF REPLACEMENT PLAYGROUND 
SAFETY SURFACE WITHIN THE MAIN PLAYGROUND AT SUMMIT 
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PARK (INCLUDING INSTALLATION) FROM FOREVER LAWN OF 
OHIO THROUGH H-GAC (HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL) 
COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT 
NOT TO EXCEED $95,000 

Councilwoman Schneider moved, Councilwoman Cole seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2022-
45  

Councilwoman Schneider explained that the playground surfaces in two areas of the main 
playground at Summit Park are in need of replacement after significant use over the past eight 
years.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Gath, Cole, Schneider, Vice 
Mayor Jhaveri, Councilman Capell, and Mayor Sirkin voted. Six yeses. Resolution No. 2022-45 
passed. 

10. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Mr. Waltz reported on a memo provided to Council highlighting some recent issues 
encountered with political signs and inquired as to whether Council has any interest in 
discussing any revisions to the current policy regarding political signs. 

Mayor Sirkin clarified for the audience that there are seven public right-of-way sites in the City 
where political signs are permitted to be displayed during a specified period leading up to an 
election. Mayor Sirkin asked the City Solicitor if it is possible to limit the number and size of 
signs at each of these approved locations.  

Mr. Pacheco stated that it is possible to limit the size, however limiting the number of signs is 
complicated because limitations cannot be based on viewpoint or content.  

Councilman Gath inquired if there could be a rule that limits a candidate to a certain amount 
of total square footage for signs. Solicitor Pacheco clarified that it must be applied to all signs, 
and once there is a distinction between political signs versus other signs, it is a violation of the 
First Amendment. Mr. Waltz added that if someone has to read the sign to determine if the 
sign is the same, it is considered judging content.  

After some additional discussion, Council decided not to make any changes to the political sign 
policy at this time, but may revisit the topic in the future to determine if any adjustments 
should be made. 

Ms. Harrington thanked Council for their expediency in approving the funding for the P&G East 
Brownfield Remediation project. She reported that there was one more round of funding that 
opened on July 1st, with $30M left in state funding to award, and $130M worth of requests 
were submitted within the first couple of days. The funding that Council approved will not only 
go towards the remediation and demolition of the buildings, but also some on-site 
infrastructure improvements with the construction of a portion of a connector road between 
Reed Hartman and Grooms Road to help open up that site for redevelopment. 

Mr. Perry provided a brief update on the roundabout project at Plainfield and Hunt Road. He 
stated that within the end of the week and into Monday, they will be paving part of Plainfield 
Road, and start striping for the next phase. The intersection will temporarily be switched over 
to a single-lane roundabout while the medians are being constructed, and then crews will 
move up to the Plainfield-Peppermill intersection to complete work on the median islands 
there. Construction crews appreciate patience and driving safely through the construction 
zones. 

Solicitor Pacheco thanked Mr. Nord for voicing his comments about the audio inconsistencies 
created by not speaking into the microphones. 

Councilwoman Cole stated she is grateful to the residents for coming out to express their 
concerns about the BLUE development project. She thanked Mr. Perry for giving her a tour of 
the Public Works Department, including the Service department and Facilities Maintenance 
department, as well as visiting some of the ongoing projects in the City. She stated that as 
Chairman of the Public Works Committee, it was very helpful for her to get to know the inner 
workings of these departments. 
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Councilman Capell echoed Councilwoman’s Cole and thanked the residents for coming to the 
meeting to express their views on the BLUE development. He thanked Mr. Nord for reminding 
Council to talk into the microphones so the audience can hear their comments. 

Councilwoman Schneider appreciated the residents coming to the meeting and offering their 
comments in a constructive and positive manner. 

Councilman Gath commented that Blue Ash is an amazing community and he is grateful for 
the wonderful staff who have difficult tasks to perform and challenging problems to solve, but 
are always willing to take time to explain things and answer his questions. He attended the 
recent swearing-in ceremony for the new Blue Ash police officers and commented on the high 
quality additions to the department. 

Vice Mayor Jhaveri echoed his fellow Council members’ comments and thanked the residents 
for coming to the meeting and being involved in the public hearing process. He commented 
that there is a lot of traffic in the Peppermill neighborhood and requested that the police 
department put up some speed monitoring signs to help control the traffic in his neighborhood. 

Mayor Sirkin commented on the residents’ concerns about the potential for increased traffic 
on Laurel Avenue as a result of the proposed new development, specifically their concerns 
about safety vehicles accessing their neighborhood. He echoed Councilman Gath’s comments 
about City staff thoroughly considering every decision before it comes before Council, which 
makes Council’s job a lot easier because they have already thought through every positive and 
negative angle on every issue. He thanked City administration for the wonderful job they do in 
keeping the City running smoothly. 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilwoman Cole moved, Vice Mayor 
Jhaveri seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members voted yes. The 
Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:35 p.m. 

____________________________________ 
Marc Sirkin, Mayor 

_________________________________________ 
Julie Kipper, Deputy Clerk of Council 

MINUTES RECORDED AND WRITTEN BY: 

________________________________________ 
Julie Kipper, Deputy Clerk of Council 
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